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WHY PEOPLE READ. "To learn something strange and beautiful 
is perhans the secret hope that we share when wo pick up a book or 
newspapers We want high romance, Walter Pater defined the same 
idea: ‘Romanticism is strangeness added to beauty.'" So said 
Leon Whipple in "Why People Read," in the Journal of Adult Edu- 
cation, June, 1958, : 








This issue, and other duplicate copies of the Journal (for 
the years 1954-1938) can be borrowed from the Texas State Library. 
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SOUTHWESTERN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEETING, The Southwestern ocT 
Library Association, of which Miss Essae M,. Culver, Executive 
Secretary of the Louisiana Library Commission, is president and 
Mies Carroll Bishop, librarian of the Pine Bluff Public Library 
is secretary, will meet in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, October 19-22. 
Membership in this Association is drawn from Arizona, Arkansas, 
Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas and Mexico. 





"Frontiers of Library Service" is the theme of the Confer- 
ence with emphasis on adult and vocational education, and WPA 
and government libraries. State and Federal Aid will also have 
an important place on the programe . 


Outstanding among the gucsts asked to sncak at the Conference 
are Dr, Carl Taylor, President Country Life Association, Miss 
Helen Ferris, cditor-in-chief of the Junior Literary Guild, We. Se 
Campbell (Stanley Vostal) Southwostcrn author and historian, and 
Kenneth Kaufman, editor of the book page of the Daily Oklahoman. 
Milton,J. Ferguson, president of the Amcrican Library Association, 
Carl He Milam, secrctary, and Mre Paul Dunbar, chief of the Library 
Service Division, Bureau of Uducation, are also expected to attende 


There will be a County and Regional Institute which will be 
held each morning from Thursday through Saturday at 8:30 to 9:30. 
Miss May Harris, State Director of County and Regional Librarics, 
Louisiana Library Commission, will conduct the Institute which will 
consist of icctures and discussions. All librarians are invited 
to attond those mectings. 


-O= 
"THE STATE ARCHIVES OF TEXAS," Miss Harrict Smithor, Archivist 





of the Texas State Library will present a papcr entitied "The 

State Archives of Texas" at the mocting of the Society of American 
Archivists, which will hold its socond annual mcoting in Spring- 
field, Illinois, Octobor 24-26, 1938. Miss Smither is a charter 
membcr of the Socicty and attended the o1ganization mocting in 
Washington, De Ce last voare 





RRATUM 


Pages 2, 3, 4, and 5 should read SEPTEMBER, 1938 in place of 
OCTOBER, 1938, 
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AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE, 1938. The Ameri- 
can’: rary Association ss eth annual conference at 
Kansas City June 13-18th, One of the outstanding events of :the 
conference’ was awarding of the Newbery, Caldecott, Joseph W. 
Lippincott, and the James Y. White awards, ~— 


The Newbery Medal for "the most distinguished contribution 
to children's literature published during the year" was awarded 
to Kate Seredy, author of "The White Stag". Miss Dorothy Lathrop, 
illustrator as well as writer of “Animals of the Bible" won the 
Caldecott award for “the most distinguished American picture book 
for children published in 1937", | 


Miss Mary U. Rothrock, supervisor of library service of the 
. Tennessee Valley Authority, received the Joseph W. Lippincott 
award for "the most outstanding contribution to librarianship" 
in 1935-1936. The award was presented at the second. general 
session of the ALA, Miss Rothrock was cited for her ‘rare 
vision and intelligence shown in organizing a regional library 
service and related adult education activities". 


At the same session, Carfeton B. Joeckel, professor, 
Graduate Library School, University of Chicago, received the 
James Terry White award-given for “notable published writing, 
professional or otherwise" for his "Government of the Amer- 
ican Public Library", , : 
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HOUSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY'S "TRAVELING BRANCH". The Houston 
Public Library's “Traveling Dranch” will go into service early 
in October. It is the first public library book automobile in 
Texas which offers service "from the inside” and is the first 
municipal bookmobile in the state, It was built a local 
firm at a cost of $2300 and will accommodate 2000 books. 


The Houston Public Library will have more space as result 
of a Government grant of $32,910 for the completion of the book 
storage room, service wing and garages of the library. During 
August the library's number of volumes reached 200,000, : 


-O=- 
FEDERAL AID FOR RURAL LIBRARIES (HARRISON-THOMAS-FLETCHER- 


BILL, It has been learned that definite plans for favorable 


action in Congress in 1939 concerning this bill are contemplated. 





President Roosevelt again endorsed federal grants for 
education for those communities whith need them most in his 
address at Athens, Georgia, August 11. tv 1s said that others 
Close to the President have expressed similar views. 
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The New York Times, which usually looks askance at government 
spending, says; "Such {nvestment can be well afforded, even in 
these thin timese A good library system is one of democrasy's 
best insurance policies" : 


=O= 


NECROLOGY. Miss Faye Wilcox, librarian of the McKinney 
Public Library for a number of years, died August 14. 


Mrs. Frances Coleman, Waco High School librarian, died the 
latter part of Junés 


=O= 


STATE AID FOR TEXAS ae Members of the T.eL.A Legis- 
lative committee, namely: « Je Se Ibbotsen, chairman, Miss 
Grothaus, Miss Goree, Mps¢ Ryan and Miss Buffum, report that the 


bill for state aid to Texas libraries is progressing, and that 
the final draft will be made soone o 


Through the People's Library Movement, the state has been 
organized into thirty-one districts, based on the senatorial 
districts, with a chairman and deputy chairman for each, and 
county chairmen for each district. The purpose of this organiza= 
tion is to inform the public, and to enroll their support for the 
proposed bill for state aid for nublic libraries. Texas looks 
longingly at her neighbor stetos, Louisiana, with a $200,000 
appropriation for 1939 and 1940, and Arkansas with $64,000 for 
1938 and 1939. 
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PERIODICALS FOR THE SMALL LIBRARY. The four tests set down 
by Frank V. Walter in Periodicals for small library (A.LleA., 1932) 
as many of which as aro possiblo should be met, are: "(1) e 
periodical should be one tho users of the library will reade An 
unused periodical. in a library of limited moans is a mistake; 
continuing to take it is inexcusablee (2) It should be the best 
of its kind the users of the library will reade In any field of 
reading the library should stress the highost quality of subject 
matter and style practicable for its patronse (3) It should de- 
finitely meet some intellectual, social or industrial need of 
the community. This involves study of the tastes and needs of the 
readorss It includes interests which can and should be developed 
as woll as those which are locally current. (4) It should not 
offend noedleossly any considerablo part of the community because 
of poor taste, dubious moral tono, unf&irnoss or partisanship." 


Periodicals for tho Small Library can be borrowed from the 
Toxas State Library for tho cost of transportation both,ways. 
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FARMERS? SHORT COURSE=JULY, 1958. The Texas State Library 
was represented a e Farmers ort Course by the field worker 
Mrs¢ Journeay, Miss Scrimgeour, general assistant, and a collection 
of over three hundred books, afl of whom had a valuable five dayse 
Much gratitude is felt for the cooperation and kindness of the 


librarians of the Ae&k Me Colleges 
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The primary object of the visit was to draw to the attention 
of the rural people and the county and home demonstration agents, 
the various services of the Texas State Library. The collection 
of books was therefore represcntative, and books in Braille and 
Moon type, as woll as a machine for talking-book records, borrowed 
from tho bommission for the Blind, were included. Bulletins con- 
corning county library cstablishment wore distributed, and after 

- an announcement was mado at tho general assombly, the field worker 
and tho assistant were “swamped” by the rural womon asking “How 
can we got a county library for our county?" This quostion has 
been followed by correspondonce which will no doubt lead to now 
county iibrarics for Toxase 


<a 


WPA STATE-WITE LIBRARY PROJECT, The: $540,000 state-wide WPA 
library project, wi e Arthur Rs Curry as State Supervisor, 
which is sponsored by the Texas State Library, has been renewed 
from September 10, 1938 through December 31, 1938. The project 
has been in operation for fourteen months, during which time many 
WPA libraries have béen started in places where there was no form 
of library service before, There have been 422 new WPA library 
branches established, In many casos, likewise, club and sube 
scription librarics have onened thoir collections free to the 
public through the aid of PA library workers to operate the 
libraries, It has, also, cnabled many libraries that wore for- 
merly open to the public for only a few hours on two or three 
days each week to remain onen full times There have been lent 
by WPA library workers a total of 5,561,477 books and magazinese 


Recently the National WPA Library Supervisor, Mr. Edward 
Chapman, was in Texas and with Mr, Curry visited the Texas State 
Library, discussed the work of the project and its plans for the 
future, There is a growing interest in public library development 
in Texas, and the work done through this project should play a 
part in crystallizing tho intorest into permancnt scrviccs 
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NEWEST COUNTY LIBRARY. Tho Ector County Library, eighth to 
be estabiishod in Wost Toxas, was openocd on August 19. Miss Lila 
Box is tho librarians Temporary quartors are in tho corner of 
tho courthouse block, in the formor jail building, remodeled for 
the purposes. The commissioners! court expocts to build an ado- 
quate library building as soon as possible. Tho budget for 1939 
provides for 3 conts on the $100 of assoessod valuation, which 
will give the library an income of $4,500 for tho population of 
4,650 (1936 estimate). 
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* FUTURE COUNTY LIBRARIES « eS 22, 25 and 24, The people of © 
Wha rton County, beg! ng a movement for a county library in December, 
1957, by a "straw" vote in July 1938, indicated ten to one that the 
peopie wanted a county librarye An appropriation will be included in 
the 1939 budget. The Galveston County commissioners! court has in- 
cluded {} 6,000 in the 1939 budget for county library support, In 
Winkler County the court has set aside an appropriation for 1959, of 
$ 3,000 for a county librarye 








-O0= 
COUNTY LIBRARIAN'S EXAMINATION TO BE HELD. Examination for county 
librarian's certificate wiil be hold under the members of the State 


Board of Library Examiners, November 4 and 5, 1958, as follows : Ethel 
Simmons,,librarian, Waco Public Library; Mrse Frances Henke, librarian, 
Our Lady of the Lake College Library, San Antonios Doris Wood, li« 
brarian, Tom Green County Library, San Angelo; Fannie M. Wilcox, li- 
brarian, Texas State Library, Austins Donald Coney, librarian, Mirabeau 
B,. Lemar Library of the University of Texas, Austine 


A candidate for county library. examination having a library degree 
from a library school acceptable to the Board and who presents an 
official library transcript showing satisfactory grades, is not re- 
quired to take the examination on library administration and techniquee 
Those not having a library degree must take the oxamination on those 
subjects, A thorough examination on the county library law, and lie 
brary conditions in Texas and in general, is required of ali candidates. 
The six months’ experience in a county library is no longer required. 
Candidates must fill out an application obtained from the chairman, 
and return it to the chairman by Octobor 21, 1938, Further information 
can be obtained from the chairman, Fannie M. Wilcox, State Library, 
Austine 


-0~- 
TEN PER CENT BETTER § Now 55% of the people of Texas, instead of 


65% which we had until recently been using for figures, are without 
free public library service. 





The 55% 1s the result of using the 6,177,000 official 1936 osti- 
matcd population of the stato, together with the 5,478,177 total number 
of residents now having access to free public libraries. 


As was shown in the June, 1938, issue of Toxas Libraries, the 
increase in accessibility of service, and the decrease in the number 
of Texas residents without public library facilities, has been due to 
recently established county librarics, and. to the policy of WPA, which 
has induced many subscription libraries to offer free service to their 
patrons, in order to use WPA workers. 





-Q- 


‘%# Notice has just been received that Upshur County has appropriated 
$ 3,500 for county library service which will be begun in January 1939. 
This will be Texas! 25th county library. 
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TEXAS STATE CONSTITUTION. Copies of the Constitution of the: 
State of Texas Will be mailed to anyone sending 4 cents in stamps, 
to cover mailing charges, to Miss Doris Connerly, Legislative 
Reference Librarian, Texas State Library, Austin, Texas. This is 
an up-to-date printing, authorized by Senate Resolution No. 6, 
adopted by the Senate Sune 15, 1937. 


-O# 
GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS OF UNUSUAL INTEREST 


For Sale by the Superintendent of Documents 
Washington, D. Ce 


Children's Bureau Publications 





1 Prenatal care. Bureau Publication No.4. 10 cents. 

Infant card. Bureau Publication No.8. 10 cents. 

The child from one to six, his care and training. Bureau 
Publication No.30. 15 cents, 

Good posture in the little child, Bureau Publication No.219. 
5 cents. 

. Home play and play équipment for the preschool child. Bureau 
Publication No.e238. 10 cents, 

Are you training your ¢hild to be happy? Bureau Publication 

- No.202. 10 cents, , 

Child management, Buréau Publication No.143. 10 cents. 

Guiding the adolescent. Bureau Publication No.225, 10 cents. 


ball 


U. S. Department of Agriculture 





What forests give. 15 cents. 

The forest products laboratory, a brief account of its work and 
aims. Miscellaneous Publication No.3506. 15 cents. 

Selection, installation, finish, and maintenance of wood floors 
for dwellings. Circular No.489. 5 cents. 

Knots in second-growth pine and the desirability of pruning. 
Miscellaneous Publication No,307. 10 cents. 

Clothes moths. Leaflet No.145, 5 cents. 


Miscellaneous Publications 








Printed page and the public platform; a study of the relation of 
reading to forums and discussion. Bulletin 19357, No.»27. 
20 cents. 
Little waters, a study of headwater streams and other little 
waters, their uso and relations to the land. 350 cents, 
Common colds, Supplement No,135, 5 cents. ae . 
Ice creams frozen without stirring. Loaflet No.49. 5 cents. 
General information regarding tho Territory of Hawaii. 15 cents. 
a | Report on economic conditions of the South, prepared for the 
President of the United States by tho National Emergency 
° Council, Copies of this publication will be furnished free 
upon request by the United States Information Servico, 
1405 G. Street NW., Washington, D. C. 
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TEXAS PEEPS AT CALIFORNIA (WITH ENVY). Mrs. Journeay, 
field worker for the Texas State rary, spent two weeks in 
California during August. She visited the California State 
Library in Sacramento, where she found such hospitality as "we 
Southerners": are apt to think’ is typical only of us, Miss 
Mabel Gillis, state librarian, gave her time and counci? generously, 
and made visits to other libraries and librarians practicable and 
valuable, ‘As the Texas county library law is based on the Cali- 
fornia law, and agricultural and industrial conditions are s:inilar, 
the possibilities and probloms of Texas libraries are similar to 
those of California, 








Foure-fifths, or 48 of the 58 counties in California have 
county-wide, weli#supported libraries, with annual budgets ranging 
' from $3,981.00 to $311,487.00. In Texas eleven one hundred and - 
twenty-sevenths, or 22 of the 254 counties have county libraries, 
with annual support ranging from $1,071.00 to $24,360,00. 


Two California counties have each been serving a neighbor 
county on contract basis, Each county so served is not 
financially able to support a separate library. Texas looks: 
forward, because of the need of many of the smallor counties, to 
establishing county service on this basis, So far such relation= 
ship has not been formed. In California, certain serious 
difficulties have arisen, which can be warning to us, though: 
not a deterrent. As Dr. Helen Gordon Stewart has put it, there 
exists in such relationships the "landlord=tenant situation". 
But, seen ahead of time, many of the difficulties can be avoided. 


er 


NEW LIBRARY BUILDINGS. Texas should bo especially proud of 
the handsome new $275,000 Library building of Texas Technological’ 
College at Lubbock, which was oponed for a "preview" on August 16. 
Many who viewed the building remarked on the spaciousness, dignity 
and absence of excessive ornamentation. Part of the old {iprary 
quarters, with books shelved in'an ill-lighted basement, with 
dirt floor, Miss Elizabeth West, librarian, has referred to as 
"purgatory". We wish we could here reproduce the picture of 
Miss West inserting the key in the new library building. Hor 
oxpression would almost describe the building to yous 





The recently finished $100,000 library building of the 
Collego of Mines in El Paso is appropriately Spanish in architecture, 
Romoval of the 27,000 volumes from tho old building to the new has 
just been completod, 


Tom Green County's fine new library building eroctod ata 
cost of $40,000 was the gift of Mrs. Sol Mayer of San Angolo. 
The reading rooms are spacious and exhilarating, the lighting and 
colors of the walls and furniture pleasing, ond the whole, with 
its many now books, given by appreciative, interested citizons, 
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is a tribute to the efforts of the librarian, Doris Wood, to the 
commissioners! court, and to the advisory board of trustees. 


Construction of the Emmy Faust Memorial Library in New 
Braunfels has been completed on land where the Sophienburg 
Memorial Museum stands, It will be a $7,500 gift to the city 
by Mrs. Emmy Faust, a daughter of the late Herman Seele, the 
first German school teacher west of the Mississippi River, and 
among the first German educators of the community. 


-O= 


APPOINTMENTS. Mr, Alan Skelton has resigned as librarian 
of the Robstm High School Library to‘accept a position in the 


- library of the University of Oklahoma, 


Miss Lillie Hostetler, librarian since 1950 of the Deaf 
Smith County Library, has resigned after a very successful 
administration to become librarian of the Hutchinson County 
Library at Stinnett. 


Miss Gladys Hitchcock, who organized the Hutchinson County 
Library, and was librarian of it for six months, has left to 
accept & position in the Bexar County Library. 


Miss Hazel Adams has resigned as head of the children's 
department of Tyrell Public Library to accept a position in 
the Detroit, Michigan, public library. 


Miss Dorothy Bandy of New York City has been appointed 
childgen's librarian of the Tyrell Public Library. 


Miss Lucy Stiefel, member of the Gates Memorial. Library 
staff for nearly seven years, has been appointed librarian 
of the institution, the board of directors announced recently, 
The library had been without a librarian for nearly two years. 


Miss Georgia Clark, librarian of the Texarkana Public 
Library for several years, has resigned to accept'a position as 
reference librarian of the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville. 


Miss Margaret’E. Waide, native — who has spent most of 
her life in London, Ontario, Canada, has assumed her duties as 
head of the staff of the Texarkana Public Library, following her 
recent appointment by the library board, 


Mrs, Clara McLean has been appointed librarian of Dedf Smith 
County Library to succeed Miss: Lillie Hostetler, resigned, 


Mr. ie Smith who has been a District Supervisor of WPA 


State-wide Library Project resigned to become an assistant in 
the Texas State Library. 
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LA RETAMA LIBRARY GROWS. Corpus Christi's La Retama Library 
has established an archives department. Miss Marie von Blucher, has 
been appointed archivist. Miss von Blucher received training in li- 
brary selence at the University of Michigan and has had schcol ifitrary 
experiences In August the library opened a branch fo Negrocs. 
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POSSIBLE SAVINGS IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT. “Government in Texas is 
administered through more than 8,300 units, each of which has its own 
governing board, collects its own taxes, and renders one or more 
services, These units include the State itself, 254 countics, 

580 cities and villages, 7,200 school districts, and 271 watcr and 

' other districtse" This is part of the first paragraph of Briletin 
No. 540, of the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Toxus, the 
title of which is. "Possible Savings Through Changes in Local Covern~ 
ment," by He Ce Bradshaw, Research Assistant in Farm Taxation, and 
Le Pe Gabbard, Chief, Division of Farm and Ranch Economics." 


afin 
TEXAS PUBLIC LIBRARIES SHOW 1937 BALANCE OF $ 71 e From 


recent figures compiled by the Texas State Library for Mr. William 
Clift of the American Library Association, it was revealed that about 





$ 71,000 were in the balances of Texas public at treaties as reported 
° 


on annual report sheets, This figure represents only about 15% of the 
libraries, as all did not report. Only one or two of these unsvent 
balances were explained, 


oOe 
OVER=-DUE NOTICE! Last call for annual reports! This is biennial- 
report .yéar for the Texas State Library. It is urged that all li-~ 


brarians who have not returned reports do so, as figures may be quite 
different if old reports are used. 


It is hoped that 
: TEXAS LIBRARIES 
will be of interest and value 


to each member of the staff 








